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PATTAGANSETT 
KEY GIFT 


A key parcel of five and a half acres has 
been added to the Pattagansett Marshes 
preserve in East Lyme. The entire western 
portion of Watts Island is a gift to The 
Conservancy from David H. Malmfeldt, 
Roderick R. Washburn, and Frederic L. 
Way. It was the last property in the lower 
estuary that could have been developed. 
And indeed, some fifteen homes could 
have been built, under present zoning. 
The high rock ledge, dominated by scrub 
oak protects the western entrance from 
Long Island Sound. 


Osprey nest on Watts Island. Two other 
portions of the island were already part of 
Conservancy holdings in the marshes, 
which had been 44 acres. 
(See map on back page.) 


The donors turned down purchase offers. 


for development and instead gave. the 
acreage to The Conservancy for preser- 
vation, working with William B. Carlin. 
The Pattagansett Marsh Project Com- 
Mr. 
Bernowski, Russell Brown, Jack Fraser, 


Dudley Gilbert and Jack Holloway. 


mittee includes Carlin, Joseph 
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The high meadow at Bridgewater Ridge was seen by members attending the annual 


meeting in Bridgewater. Located in the same town are the chapter’s Lake Lillinonah 


Preserve and Wolf Pit Mountain. 


Pix by Gary Gaines 


Bantam River Protection Expands 


Approximately one thousand feet along 
the Bantam River near the village of 
Litchfield has just been added to the over 
three miles of easements and fee holdings 
of The Conservancy. 

The designation was made in memory of 
Lowell Lincoln Richards and Loyise Shaw 
Richards by their children, Imogene 


Richards Upton and William Merril Shaw 
Richards. They said, “in order that this 
portion of the Bantam River may remain 
unspoiled in its wild and natural state as 
they knew and loved it.” 

The riverbank’s protection got started in 
1962. Since then about two dozen 
segments have been legally set aside for 
preservation. 
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GIVE A GIFT TO THE EARTH 


For Christmas this year, why not a gift to 
the earth? To save our planet’s surface 
life, the earth needs gifts just now. If the 
earth’s life is saved, our world can con- 
tinue its gifts to us. 

With this thought in mind, no gift to 
others, whether family or friends, would 
do such double duty in the environmental 


crisis as a Nature Conservancy mem- 
bership. It would give young people, 
longing to help in the crisis, a worthwhile 
field of activity. It would tell adults, 
particularly landowners who love their 
land and want to preserve it as nature 
made it, a practical way of doing it. It 
would enlist young and old in the ranks of 


Conservancy—the organization whose 


total resources are spent in saving the 
land. 


Please note the membership classes on the 
back pages, and the chapter address, for 
sending in your gift memberships. 
Recipients will be advised of your 
generosity. 


SCrVa 
Versa TION 


by Thomas A. Gaines 
Chairman, Conn. Chapter 
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There are 620 persons per square mile in 
Connecticut compared to a_ national 
average of 58. This is why it is urgent that 
we set aside as much of the state’s 
remaining land as possible and do it now. 
Among the various means of saving land, 
one that is often overlooked is the bequest. 
This device expresses your desire to pass 
on the natural wonders of your generation 
to succeeding ones. 

To leave property to The Nature Con- 
servancy, it is not necessary to make a new 
will. A bequest of land may be added in a 
codicil. You may make a commemorative 
bequest in memory of one or more in- 
dividuals, and the preserve can be named 
as indicated in your will. Under normal 
circumstances, no estate tax will be paid 
on the value of the gift. It is possible that 
land not devised in your will might have to 
be sold for development to provide the tax 
payment on the very property which could 
have been saved. 

You perhaps hesitate in making such a 
move, because you are not sure how large 
your estate will be. In this case, you can 
stipulate that the gift of land will be ef- 
fective only if the remaining estate exceeds 
a certain amount. Or you may wonder if 
your estate is large enough to meet the 
needs of your family. Then you can name 
The Nature Conservancy as a contingent 
legatee or remainderman. If the prior 
legatee or remainderman does not survive, 
the property can go to The Conservancy. 
Whenever a bequest other than an 
outright or unrestricted one is under 
consideration, it is best to discuss details 
with The Nature Conservancy’s state or 
national office to ensure that the gift and 
its purposes are capable of acceptance and 
administration by the organization. 
Instead of a bequest, you may prefer to 
make a lifetime gift of land. Aside from 
the satisfaction that this brings, there is 
the advantage of charitable deduction 
income tax savings. Continued life use 
after the gift can also be arranged. For 
information on this type of gift, write to 
the chapter office, 151 Brookdale Road, 
Stamford, 06903 or call 322-9148. A 
folder explaining tax consequences of 
lifetime donations is available. 

. A final note on land gifts other than 
bequests. Those who are considering the 
contribution of land containing swamps, 
bogs and rivers, may wish to bear in mind 
that recent Connecticut legislation 
requires towns to adopt wetlands 
restrictions before 1974. If the gift is made 
subsequent to that year, its value for tax 
purposes may be diminished. 


CHAPTER STOCK-TAKING 


Thomas A. Gaines gave the chairman’s 
annual report at the chapter’s annual 
meeting in Bridgewater on October 7. His 
accounting of preserves, new, additions 
and completions is listed on page 4. 

In addition, he pointed out, two dozen 
projects are under consideration at any 
given time. He reported on the chapter’s 
move to tighten up management structure 
and procedures, with a realignment of 
responsibilities and regular reporting. 
Policy units of the trustees were initiated 
to take up in greater depth than is possible 
at regular meetings such questions as 
types of lands to be saved, preserve 
management policies, how to deal with 
assessment taxes and others. These 
produced several policy recommendations 
for the guidance of the Connecticut 
Chapter and as recommendations to 
national. 

He spoke of the efforts to strengthen 
TNC’s image in Connecticut, such as 
redesigning the newsletter to give it a more 
contemporary look and a new Connecticut 
folder locating all preserves. A new mobile 
display was assembled to acquaint people 
with the work of TNC. It will be used at 
fairs, environmental conferences and other 
public meetings. 

Publicity activity continued, with releases 
going to 165 newspapers, magazines, 
radio and TV outlets on an average of 
once a month. These frequently result in 
feature stories about chapter activities, 
such as those that have appeared in the 
New York Times, the front page of the 
Westchester-Fairfield edition of the New 
York Daily News, Channel 8 in New 
Haven and several in the Bristol Press. 
In addition to saving land and performing 
custodial duties, Mr. Gaines told of long 
term projects that include preparation of 
an area preserve priority map of the state, 
resolving the question of assessment taxes, 
engaging the chapter’s first salaried 
executive, increasing membership and 
mounting a fund-raising campaign to 
carry out these plans. 

The chairman proudly noted one 
achievement—persuading Ma Bell to 
initiate a new category in the yellow pages 
of the telephone book, ‘Environmental 
Organizations.” 


LAND TALK ON RADIO 


“Saving the Land” was the theme of a 
symposium program presented by station 
WTIC of Hartford Thursday evening, 
November 16, Dan Lufkin head of the 
state’s environmental protection 
department, spoke, as did Mrs. Richard 
McCallister for land trusts. Freeman 
Jewett for wetlands saving and Thomas A. 
Gaines for TNC in Connecticut. 
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Fairy tale Mohonk Mountain House, ina setting of 7501 
the annual TNC meeting Oct. 21-22. Attending from ‘ 
thony Anable, Ernest Brooks, Jr., Charles E. Brown, 
Mr. and Mrs. G. William De Sousa, Mr. and Mrs. Clif 
Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds Girdler, Dr. and Mrs. Richa 
Harper, Lee Harper, Mrs. A.F. Kitchel, Mr. and Mr 
Callister, Stephen Thomson, Mr. and Mrs. Dana Wari 
three daughters. 
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CHAPTER ELECTS 


At the annual meeting of the chapter on 
October 7 in Bridgewater, the follwing 
officers were reelected: 
Thomas A. Gaines of Stamford, chairman. 
Mrs. Howard Hill of Westport, secretary. 
Garrett Nevius of Hartford, treasurer. 
Miss Mary Anne Guitar of West Redding 
is the new vice chairman. She is the author 
of “Property Power,’ a book on com- 
munity action in the environmental field 
and does extensive writing in the field of 
conservation. She is serving her second 
term as a selectman in Redding. Miss 
@ Guitar founded the Redding Land Trust 


and was its president. 


The members of the Connecticut Con- 
servancy also reelected Dr. Richard H. 
Goodwin of New London, and Dana 
Waring of Glastonbury for their second 
terms as trustees. Continuing members of 
the board of trustees are Dr. Dorothy 
Goodwin of Storrs, Robert Kunz of 
Bridgewater, Elmer Madsen of Bristol 
and Robert Riedeman of Kent. The two 
previous past chairman of the chapter, G. 
William DeSousa of Westport, and 
Charles A. Clark of Old Greenwich are 
also trustees in accordance with the by- 
laws. 


ee 


) wooded acres in New Paltz, N.Y., was the scene of 
connecticut were: C.R. Agnew, Mr. and Mrs. An- 
[r. and Mrs. Charles A. Clark, Mrs. Arthur Dayton, 
ford Emanuelson, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Gaines, 
rd H. Goodwin, Richard H. Goodwin, Jr., Henry 
s. Winthrop Meriam, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mc- 
ng, and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weinstein and their 


Foundation 
Friendships? 


Since its beginning 11 years ago, the 
activities of the chapter have been con- 
ducted by volunteers. The trustees of the 
Connecticut Chapter have now launched a 
campaign to raise funds for the salary and 
expenses of a state executive secretary. 
Foundations are being approached by the 
development committee of the board. As 
personal acquaintance enhances the 
possibilities of success, members are asked 
to contact Thomas A. Gaines at the 
chapter office, by phone, 322-9148, or by 
mail, 151 Brookdale Road, Stamford 
06903, to advise the names of foundation 
trustees they know. 


NUTMEGGERS HONORED 


G. William De Sousa of Westport was 
elected to the national board of governors 
at the 1972 annual meeting of TNC held 
October 21 and 22 at Mohonk Mountain 
House in New Paltz, New York. 

Mr. De Sousa, the immediate past 
chairman of the Connecticut chapter, was 
a recipient of the Green Leaf Award in 
1971 for his fine work. He will serve on 
the national board with other Connecticut 
residents, Ernest Brooks, Jr. of New 
Canaan, Capt. H.P. J. Duberg of Fair- 
field, Dr. Richard H. Goodwin of New 
London and Richard S. Weinstein of East 
Norwalk, who was re-elected secretary. 
Retiring member Alexander Adams of 
Rowayton, who served as chairman of the 
board and as president of TNC, was a 
1972 recipient of the Green Leaf Award 
for “his tireless contribution of energies, 
wisdom and experience to the national 
programs of The Conservancy...” 

Anthony Anable of Stamford was also 


awarded a 1972 Green Leaf. The 
secretary-treasurer of the Mianus River 
Gorge Committee, his citation read, “‘...in 


grateful recognition of his voluntary effort 
over almost two decades tawards the 
preservation and protection of the Mianus 
River Gorge...’’ Mrs. Anable was similarly 
honored several years ago. 


GENEROSITY EXTENDED 


Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Goodwin have 
given The Conservancy their remaining 
interest in Burnham Brook Preserve, 
which consists of 99 acres in East 
Haddam. 

Earl Canfield has conveyed another one- 
tenth interest in Meadow Woods Natural 
Area, the 97 acre preserve in Essex, to The 
Conservancy. 


LAND TRUSTS AND 
THE CONSERVANCY 


A Viable Partnership 
by Mary Anne Guitar 


As the Land Trust movement gathers 
momentum, as the Conservancy adds to 
its holdings, the question naturally arises: 
Are these two great preservators com- 
petitive or collaborative? 

Why not give all open-space land to the 
Conservancy, a national organization of 
demonstrated competence? 

Land Trust enthusiasts, on the other 
hand, would argue that the importance of 
loca! support and management makes 
their stewardship desirable. 

It is not begging the question to suggest 
that each case must be decided on its own 
merits. In point of fact, that is what is 
happening in communities all over 
Connecticut. 

Here are some guidelines which have 
proved workable in Redding where a 
vigorous Land Trust works closely and 
effectively with the Conservancy under the 
acquisition philosophy developed by our 
Conservation Commission. 

First, and foremost, the donor’s wishes 
must be considered of paramount im- 
portance. If he, or she, has an affection for 
a town, wants to help it realize open-space 
goals and, in the process, nudge a few 
more contributors into the program then 
the Land Trust seems the likely recipient. 
Many land owners are sentimental about 
their communities and would like to see 
their land gifts managed by a local board, 
people they know personally. 

On the other hand, if there is no Land 
Trust or if the Trust has been laggardly in 
acquiring land or shown no ability to 
manage it, then the sensible donor will 
probably pick The Conservancy. 

A tract’s size and location should also be 
considered. Bits and pieces of land 
(chunks of nature’) may be well worth 
preserving but a scattered acre or two can 
be watched over more effectively by local 
stewards than by The Conservancy. 

We believe quite properly that The 
Conservancy should get land which abuts 
its holdings. The Devil’s Den has 
been enlarged by such acquisitions. 

All land-preservation organizations share 
a common concern with tax-exempt status, 
land-management techniques, mem- 
bership growth, legislation affecting 
scientific, charitable, educational in- 
stitutions. We can help each other become 
better informed and join together in a 
common cause. Ours is not a territorial 
battle but a working partnership to keep 
our state clean and green. 

Believing that Connecticut Land Trusts 
and The Conservancy should get together 
to discuss their common opportunities and 
problems, we are proposing a joint con- 
ference to be held in the Spring of ’73. 


THE MATURE CONSERVANCY 
PATAGANSET MARSH PRO) ECT 


= OLD BLACK POINT 
\ ASSOCIATION 


] Black areas now owned by 
Nature Conservancy 


Arrow shows new gift parcel, latest ad- 
dition to Pattagansett Marshes holdings. 


COMMONER COMES 
TO CONNECTICUT 


A unique television hook-up around the 
state has been devised for a four morning 
lecture series, “A Critical Analysis of 
Environmental Progress,” on January 8- 
11, 1973, by the Connecticut Department 
of Environmental Protection in 
cooperation with the University of 
Connecticut Continuing Education 
Services. 

Barry Commoner, one of the country’s 
leading environmentalists, will speak. The 
program will originate from the Storrs 
campus, with participation possible from 
the various branches as_ well as 
auditoriums in Bridgeport and New 
Haven. It is open to the public. Write to 
Continuing Education Services at Storrs 
for a mail registration form. 


A visitor from Lima Peru, Bert Jekel, on 
right, talks with Cliff Emanuelson, 
director of the Conservancy’s largest 
holding in Connecticut, Devil’s Den. Mr. 
Emanuelson spoke on using natural areas 
for education at the last chapter meeting. 


The Nature Conservancy, 151 Brookdale Rd. 


Stamford, Connecticut 06903 


Please accept my gift of $ 


Please enroll me as a member of The 
Nature Conservancy. | enclose $ 


Name 


Address 


Contributions are tax-deductible. Please 
make checks payable to The Nature Conservancy. 


Preserves Scoreboard 


The last year saw the following pluses to 
Conservancy holdings in Connecticut as 
reported at the annual meeting. 

Avon: Musumano land. Twenty-nine 
acres of rolling woodland connecting two 
open spaces and preserving the integrity of 
a brook; an advance acquisition for the 
town. 

Bristol: Shangri-La. a 12 acre mountain 
top of geologic and esthetic interest, 
donated by George Bryce. 

Essex: Chester Bowles Preserve. The 
donation of the former governor and Mrs. 
Bowles. The 99 acres, on the Connecticut 
River, contain a tidal marsh backed by a 
forested hillside. 

Greenwich: Delacorte Preserve. The 
donation of Mr. and Mrs. George T. 
Delacorte of over eight acres of hardwoods 
lying between rock ridges. 

Duck Pond Hill. An additional two acres 
given by Mrs. Thomas B. Hess, the 
original donor, increasing the sanctuary 
for waterfowl to eight acres. 

Still Pond. Completion of gift by Mrs. 
James A. Shellenberger, so that the entire 
14 acres of the pond and shoreline are in 
Conservancy hands. 

Middlebury: William and Mary Wood. 
Seventeen acres of deciduous-conifer 
mixture on hillside and swamp, donated 
by Elizabeth Wade White. 

Fenn’s Pond. Community fund-raising 
purchased 7.3 acres of marsh, open field 
and pond. Holding was conveyed to the 
Middlebury Land Conservation 
Association, Inc. 

Montville: Milo Light Nature Preserve. 
Woodland and Swamp, 338 acres, given 
by Mrs. William Alquist. 

Norfolk: Grant Swamp. a three acre 
addition to the Frederick C. Walcott 
Preserve. A gift containing a beaver dam 
reconstruction. 

Plymouth: Plymouth Woods. Completion 
of the gift of 28 acre forest of hardwoods 
by Mrs. Lawrence M. Stanton. 
Ridgefield: Asproom Mountain Preserve: 
An additional gift of over six acres from 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Trachtman, the 
original donors, increasing the hillside 
holding to 18 acres. 


THE NATURE 
CONSERVANCY 


Membership Classes 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 


Patron* 
Sponsor* 
Guarantor 
Supporting 


Contributing $25 
Family $15 
Subscribing $10 
Junior (18) $5 


$1000 
$500 
$100 
$50 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP __ $300 
* (Includes Life Membership) 


